THE PARABLE OF
THE GREAT
BANQUET







INTRODUCTION

Lord Jesus told stories—not just to entertain, but to plant truth deep in the
hearts of His listeners. His parables were simple stories that carried the
message of God’s Kingdom in a way people could receive. He knew
that truth can’t be forced; when pushed, it’s often resisted or ignored. So
instead of lecturing or pushing people to believe the truth, Jesus used
stories that gently slipped past defenses and settled into the soul. Like
seeds in soil, His words quietly take root, slowly shaping our hearts,
renewing our minds, and eventually bearing the fruit of a life

transformed by God.

The Parable of the Great Banquet, found in Luke 14:15-24, is a story
Jesus tells during a meal with Pharisees to illustrate what God's
kingdom is like. In the parable, a man prepares a great feast and invites
many guests, but when the time arrives, they all make excuses and refuse
to come. In response, the host invites the poor, the crippled, the blind,

and the lame —those often overlooked by society.

Through this story, Jesus shows that God's invitation to be a part of His
Kingdom is open to everyone, especially those who are humble and
willing to respond, and warns against taking that invitation for granted.
Jesus is aware that many people have something they think is more
important than entering and living in the kingdom of God. That's the
point of this parable. I's a powerful reminder of God’s grace and our
need fo respond with open hearts.



The Parable of the Great Banquet

Luke 14:15-24, “When one of those at the table with him heard this, he
said to Jesus, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom
of God.”

' Jesus replied: “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and

invited many guests.

7 At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to fell those who had

been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now ready.”

' “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just

bought a field, and | must go and see it. Please excuse me.’

? “Another said, ‘| have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on my

way to try them out. Please excuse me.’
20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so | can’t come.”

2 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the
owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out
quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, the
crippled, the blind and the lame.’

22 "'Sir,” the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is

still room.”

2 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country

lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full.

2 | tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my

£

banquet.



The Kingdom of God
is like a Great Banquet

From Genesis to Revelation, God's Kingdom is pictured as a feast, not
merely to satisfy hunger, but to express communion—the joy of being
with God and with one another in the fullness of life.

Feasting began in the Garden of Eden, where humanity was free to eat
from the abundance of God’s Garden. The act of eating was not just
about survival—it was relational, a symbol of trust, delight and
fellowship with the Creator. But when they PR vy 4
chose to eat from the forbidden free, they
broke that communion. The consequence
of sin was not just moral failure; it was
banishment from the place of shared
presence and provision. Thus began
humanity’s longing to return—not just to
paradise, but to the table of God.

Throughout the Old Testament, God used .
meals to restore and renew relationship. After the Exodus Israel

celebrated the Passover—a sacred meal marking their deliverance and
their identity as God’s people. At Mount Sinai, Moses and the elders
actually “saw God, and they ate and drank” (Exodus 24:11)—a
breathtaking picture of restored communion. Later several feasts — the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, Passover, the Feast of Tabernacles, the
Feast of First Fruits, etc. were commanded to celebrate this communion
with God.



Eventually, the prophets began to speak of a future feast, one that would

surpass all others. Isaiah paints this hope beautifully:

“On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food
for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the
finest of wines. On this mountain he will destroy the shroud that enfolds

all peoples... he will swallow up death forever.” (Isaiah 25:6-8)

This feast isn't just for Israel, but for all nations—a vision of radical
inclusion, healing, and joy (Isaiah 55:1-2). It is the Messianic
Banquet—a promise that God will one day make all things new and

dine with His people again.

When Jesus arrives, He doesn’t merely teach about the
Kingdom—He embodies it. He is constantly at meals: eating with tax
collectors, welcoming sinners, feeding multitudes, and offering
forgiveness at the table. His ministry is filled with feasting because He is

reintroducing humanity to communion with God.

At the Last Supper, Jesus takes this theme even further. He doesn't just
offer bread and wine —He offers Himself. This covenant meal becomes
the doorway into restored communion: “This is my body, given for you...
This cup is the new covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:19-20). The feast is
now a cross-shaped table. Through His death, Jesus makes a way back
to Eden—back to God's presence, back to the table. And then, the Bible
ends just as it began—but gloriously fulfilled. In Revelation 19, we see
the Wedding Supper of the Lamb, the climactic celebration of Christ
united with His Church:



“Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!”
(Revelation 19:9)

This is the ultimate feast. The curse is lifted. Death is swallowed. The
Church is made radiant. The table is set. The communion that was lost in

Eden is now eternally restored.

At its heart, the Kingdom of God is not primarily about rules, power, or
even miracles—it's about relationship. It's about coming home to God’s
table, where we are known, nourished, and loved. The biblical story is
not about humanity working its way to God, but about God

continually inviting us back into communion with Him.



The Kingdom Table: Great Banquet
Resembles the Gospel

The banquet is a symbol of everything the Gospel offers: grace
instead of guilt, belonging instead of shame, abundance instead of
emptiness. It is the message that God Himself has prepared a feast, and
He desires us to come—not as servants trying to earn a seat, but as
adopted sons and daughters, welcomed freely into His family.

It is an invitation to receive forgiveness, restoration, and eternal life.

And most importantly, this invitation is not earned or merited—it is
freely given. That's precisely what makes the Gospel radically
distinct from every other religious system or moral code.

The guests in the parable bring nothing—no qualifications, no
contributions, no payment. They simply come. In fact, the only thing that
disqualified the original invitees was their refusal to come. The only
barrier to grace is the belief that we don't need it.

This also has profound implications in how
we share the Gospel. We are not inviting
people to clean themselves up, follow
rules, or become religious. We are not
marketing behaviour modification or
moral improvement plans. We are
announcing good news—that the feast
is ready, the door is open, and there's a
seat at the table for all who will come.




Yes, the Gospel changes lives. Yes, transformation will come. But that
change flows from one’s surrender to God’s grace. We come to the feast
as we are, and the feast itself changes us. We are invited, first and
foremost, not to perform, but to receive—to feast on the mercy of Christ,

to drink deeply of His love, and to live in communion with Him forever.

That is why, in Luke 14:15, a man who sat at the table with Jesus said,

“Blessed is the one who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God.”

Entitlement Trap: Who Deserves a
Seat at the Table?

When Jesus told the Parable of the Great Banquet in Luke 14, He wasn't
simply describing a party gone wrong. He was exposing a deeper heart
issue—the problem of spiritual entitlement. His original audience
included religious leaders who believed they had a guaranteed seat at
God's table because of their heritage, their knowledge of the Law, and
their social standing. They had grown so confident in their status that they
began to look down on others, assuming that some were simply not
worthy to be included in God’s kingdom.

This sense of privilege became a barrier—not only for themselves but
also for those they excluded. They shut the door on others while
assuming it would remain wide open for them. And Jesus confronts this
head-on. In the parable, the original invitees make excuses and refuse
the generous invitation. In response, the host throws the doors open to
the outcasts—the poor, the crippled, the blind, and the lame —those who

were considered outsiders.



Excuse 1: Bought a field

* Claimed he couldn't attend because he needed to go see his field
* This is unrealistic—no one inspects a real estate purchase after

buying it

Excuse 2: Bought five yoke of oxen

* Said he needed to test them

* But oxen would normally be examined before purchase, making the
excuse unconvincing

Excuse 3: Just got married

* Cited marriage as the reason for not attending

* While newlyweds were exempt from military service for a year, that

didn’t apply to all responsibilities, especially not a banquet

While the original guests turned down their invitations, the host

extended the invitation to three categories of people - the poor, crippled

and the outsiders.

1. The Poor
* Those without wealth, status, or means
» Symbolizes people who recognize their spiritual need and come
empty-handed
» Reflects the blessing of the ‘poor in spirit’ (who depend on God -
Matthew 5:3)



2. The Disabled (Crippled, Blind,

Lame)

* Represents the marginalized
and vulnerable

* Includes people often
overlooked or excluded by
society and religious systems

» Shows that God's grace
reaches beyond human

limitations or social barriers

3. The Outsiders (Those in the
Highways and Hedges)

* People outside the city —
symbolic of Gentiles or total
outsiders to the covenant Jewish
community

* This group illustrates the
expansion of God's Kingdom to
the nations

 Emphasizes that no one is too
far off to be invited in

God's
Kingdom is not reserved for the

The message is clear:
entitled—it is open to the humble.
Those who assume they are first may
find themselves last, while those who
deemed unworthy in the eyes of the

world are welcomed with joy.

Excuses...Excuses...Excuses

In the Parable of the Great Banquet, the
excuses offered by the invited guests are
more than just scheduling conflicts—they
are defense mechanisms that expose
the deeper issue of self-justification.

Each guest had a seemingly reasonable
explanation: land fo inspect, oxen fo fes,
a marriage to honour. But beneath those
polite refusals lay a quiet assertion: “My
world matters more than yours.” This is
the essence of self-justification—crafting
reasons fo profect one’s autonomy and
And at
self-justification is a subtle but powerful

avoid surrender. its root,
form of self-worship. It says, “I am the
exception. The rules don't apply fo me.
My  priorities are higher than the

invitation |'ve received.”

Whether understood psychoanalytically
as ego defense, or biblically as pride and
rebellion, the conclusion is the same: sin
thrives when we believe we are above
accountability. The tragedy is not simply
that the guests were busy—it's that they
rejected grace because they were too
attached fo their own self-made stories.
Sin isn't just breaking the rules; it's
crowning yourself king.

Are there habits of thought or behaviour
that subtly say, “I dont need the
banquet—I| have my own feast” What
excuses are we giving to avoid God's

Kingdom in its fullness?



Jesus’ statement, “the first will be last, and the last will be first” (Luke
13:30; Matthew 19:30), directly challenges our assumptions about
status and worthiness in the Kingdom of God. The danger of entitlement
is that it blinds us to grace. It makes us think we deserve a place at the
table —when in truth, none of us do. The table is set by grace alone, and
the only proper response is humble acceptance.

So, Jesus’ parable is a gracious warning: Don't let pride, privilege, or
assumptions keep you from responding to God's invitation. The banquet
is ready. But only those who are least expected enter infto God's

banquet.

Theologically, this parable confronts the danger of spiritual complacency
and self-righteousness. The Gospel is :
not merely an invitation to belong—it's
a call to repentance, to discipleship,
and to be conformed to the image of

Christ.

This is clear in a similar parable of a
wedding feast in Matthew 22:11-14
highlighting the need for a “wedding
garment” to attend the
feast—symbolizing the righteousness of
Christ and the moral transformation that
accompanies true faith. Interestingly,
following Luke’s version of the Parable of

the Great Banquet is Jesus's call to count
the cost Luke 14:25-33.



Even though both the Parables have a lot of similarities related to a

feast there are key differences between the two:

Luke 14:15-24
The Parable of the

Great Banquet

Matthew 22:1-14
The Parable of
the Wedding Feast

Setting | A generic great banquet A royal wedding feast for a
king's son
Initial | Polite excuses (land, oxen, | OPen hostility —some
Invitees' | marriage) ignore, others  kill the
Response messengers
Reaction | Becomes angry, sends The king is enraged, sends
of the Host| servant to invite the outcasts | froops to destroy those who
turned down the invitation.
New | Goes to the poor, crippled, | Goes to anyone on the
Invitations | blind, lame, and strangers | streets, both good and bad
Additional | No mention of dress code | One guest lacks a wedding
Element garment is cast out
Main Point| The grace of inclusion (the | A Judgement of rejecting the
Emphasis | least expected are | invitation and the
included) and  warning | responsibility of  being
against  rejecting  God’s | included.
invitation
Judgment | Rejection leads to being |Ends with a sobering
Element | excluded: “The first will be | warning: “Many are called,

last and the last will be first.”

but few are chosen.”




The implication is clear: grace is free, but it is not cheap. The invitation
to the Kingdom comes with the demand of obedience, loyalty, and
whole-life surrender. We cannot receive the gift of salvation without
allowing it to reshape our identity, values, and priorities. Wearing the
label “Christian” is not enough. The Kingdom calls us to a new way of
living, one in which even our possessions and family relationships are
brought under the Lordship of Christ.

In short, the parables remind us: the Kingdom of God is received by
grace, entered by faith, and lived out in obedience. It is a gift we

respond to—not on our terms, but on God'’s.

The Lord’s Supper or Eucharist can be understood as a foreshadowing
of the Great Banquet. In communion, believers are invited, in the
present, to participate in the messianic banquet of the end time. We
remember the past, celebrate in the present and look forward to the
marriage supper of the Lamb. The parable assures the faithful that they

already have a place at that banquet.




The Tension of Grace and
Judgment in the Parable

In reflecting on the Parables of Jesus—particularly those like the Great
Banquet (in Luke) or the Wedding Feast (in Matthew)—we must once
again face a theme that runs deep through His teaching: judgment. It is
not a comfortable topic, and it seldom sits easily with us. We often ask:
“Why can’t God just be endlessly nice2 Why must there be
accountability?”  But  these  questions,  while  emotionally
understandable, overlook something vital about the nature of grace,

justice, and the gospel itself.

Without judgment, salvation itself becomes hollow. If there's nothing
to be saved from, there's no real need for a Savior. Without judgment,

the urgency of life fades, the seriousness of justice vanishes, and the

Holiness of God becomes optional.




The biblical

Genesis to Revelation—upholds

narrative —from

this tension. Judgment is not
God's temper tantrum; it is His
declaration that life (that God
gives) matters, that choices have
their respective consequences,

and that evil must be addressed.

A world without judgment would
be a world without justice, a world
which

uncorrected and suffering remains

in wrongs remain
unanswered. But God's judgment
that

meaning, our choices matter, and

ensures our lives have
the story of the world is headed

toward a moral resolution.

Even though the idea of God's

judgment  might make us
uncomfortable, the Bible teaches
that i's not because God isn't
good—but  because  people
choose to reject God and His

Kingdom.

An Invite Beyond
Election or Freewill

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet
doesn't fit neatly into theological systems
that try to fully explain how salvation
works—whether it's all God's choice
(election) or all human choice (free will).
Instead, this Parable shows us a mystery:
God is fully sovereign, but we are still
responsible.

The Kingdom of God is not a closed circle
of the elected nor is it an entirely open
system of human self-will. This parable
does not pick sides between Calvinism
(God chooses who gets saved) and
Arminianism (we choose God). |t is
where divine grace and human
responsibility are held in tension. He
graciously invites everyone, but He
won't force anyone. And interestingly,
not everyone who comes truly belongs.

In the end, the parable humbles us. It
warns those who think they are already
“in” because of status, background, or
good works. It challenges us to examine
our hearts. The Kingdom of God is

open to all —but not on our terms.

God's gracious invitafion says “You are
loved by a God who wants you at His
table, but you are also called fo respond
with your whole life. That's the heart of the
Gospel: grace that invites us to the
Kingdom of God and the truth that
transforms us to become like Him.

This offer is on the table for you. Will you
receive it2



C.S Lewis says it brilliantly, “There are only two kinds of people in the
end: those who say to God, “Thy will be done,” and those to whom God
says, in the end, “Thy will be done.” All that are in Hell, choose it.
Without that self-choice there could be no Hell.”

In fact, the cross itself—the central symbol of our faith—is where
judgment and grace meet. There at the cross, the consequence of
sin was not ignored but borne by Jesus, and grace was offered not

cheaply but at an infinite cost.

In Jesus’ teaching, judgment is not merely a warning - it's a call to
respond to the invitation of the Kingdom with urgency and sincerity. It is

a reminder that the invitation to the feast is open—but not to be taken

lightly.

Grace

~Judgment




The Joy and Urgency
of the Kingdom

One of the resounding notes in the Parable of the Great Banquet (Luke
14:15-24) is the unmistakable joy and urgency surrounding the
Kingdom of God. The parable is not simply a lesson in rejection or
judgment—it is, first and foremost, an image of celebration. It is a feast,
a party, a gathering prepared by a generous host who longs to fill his
house with guests. The tone of the Kingdom is not one of burden, but
of delight. And yet, that delight carries with it an urgency. This theme
is deeply theological.

From a biblical standpoint, joy is not merely an emotion—it is a mark
of the Kingdom (“The kingdom of God is... righteousness, peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit” - Romans 14:17). Joy flows from the gracious
initiative of God, who invites the unworthy, the marginalized, and the
unexpected to come and feast with Him. It is the response of the heart
that has encountered grace. It is also what gives witness its compelling

power.

Too often, the Church undermines the joy that is there in God’s Kingdom.
Evangelism, discipleship, and public witness can become mere duties,
performed solemnly without delight. The Church is called to be a
“foretaste of the Kingdom”—not just a pointer to future joy, but a
community where that joy is already alive. This reflects God’s missional
heart. In the parable, the host relentlessly sends his servant to streets,
alleys, and highways, determined o fill the house. God actively pursues

salvation, never passive. Bearing His image, the Church must proclaim



with joy and pursue with holy

urgency.

So, how should the Church live?
With deep joy—because we have
tasted and seen that the Lord is
And with

urgency—because the doors are

good. Holy
open, the feast is ready, and there

is still room.

Sharing the Hope:
Inviting Others into
a Life with Jesus

We invite others...

* By showing them why they
need Jesus.
Every human heart longs for
love, purpose, forgiveness, and
belonging. Share how Jesus
makes  sense  of  our
longings—for justice, identity,
infimacy, and hope. Don't just
argue why Christianity is true;
good and

show why it's

beautiful. Jesus doesn’t just

“There is still room™ for
more...

In Luke 14:22, amid the felling of the
Parable of the Great Banquet, a simple
yet profound phrase emerges: “Sir, what
you ordered has been done, but there
is still room.” Spoken by the servant who
has already gathered the poor, the
crippled, the blind, and the lame into the
banquet hall, this phrase functions as a
turning point in the parable. It captures
the expansive and persistent nature of
God's invitation.

Unlike human hosts who operate within
limits—limits of space, fime, resources,
and preference—God’s hospitality s
defined by abundance rather than
scarcity. The Kingdom of God is not a
closed circle but an expanding space,
continually reaching toward those on the
margins—ethnically, socially, morally,
and spiritually.

Theologically, this has implications for the
nature of the Church. The Church is nota
social club of the already arrived, but the
visible extension of God's ongoing
invitation. The Church exists not simply to
gather, but to go—to the sireets, the
alleys, the overlooked corners of the
world—with the good news that there is
space at the table - it's a mandate for
evangelism.

There is still room.

The table is set.

The invitation has been sent.
The great feast is coming.
Will you be there?



offer a belief system—He offers Himself. In Him, we find a love that
doesn't fade, a purpose that franscends suffering, and a family that
stretches into eternity.

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly
(John 10:10). To come to Jesus is to come alive—spiritually,
relationally, eternally. He stepped into our human pain, injustice,
betrayal, and even death. He is not distant or detached. He knows

our wounds, and He is the only one who can truly heal them.

* Through our lives.
People need to see the joy, peace, and transformation the gospel
brings before they're ready to hear it. If your life looks like good
news, your words will carry more weight. In a skeptical world, the
gospel needs to be seen before it will be heard. And when it is both
seen and heard, it becomes irresistible.

* With compassion, not pressure.
Jesus never manipulated anyone into following Him. He invited. We
extend the same invitation—not with guilt or fear, but with the

winsomeness of grace.

» With humility and clarity.
Be honest about your own need for Jesus. The gospel isn't “I have it
all together, come be like me”— rather it's like “I was lost, and He
found me. Come meet Him too.”



How do we explain
the gospel in a nutshell?

Here's a simple framework anyone can use:

God created us for Himself. Sin separated us from Him.

Lord Jesus lived the life we
couldn't live, died the death
we deserved, and rose again.

Lord Jesus came to bring us
back into that fellowship.

Now, He invites us to turn
from our way and follow
Him—into forgiveness,

freedom, and eternal life.

He is inviting us into
His Kingdom — His rule,
His reign over our lives.

GOINTO ALL THE WORLD AW
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onclu

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet is a beautiful picture of God's
generous grace —His open invitation to all, both near and far, good and
bad, to come and feast in His Kingdom. To say yes to the feast is to
say yes to the King—and that means no longer living on our own

terms but walking in the way of the cross.

As the Gospel of Luke makes it clear, especially in the verses that follow
the Parable (Luke 14:25-33), though the invitation is free, one must
count the cost to follow. Yes, the cost of discipleship is high. But the cost
of non-discipleship is far higher. So instead of just asking, “Is following
Jesus hard2” maybe we need fo start asking, “What does it cost me not
to follow Him2”

Following Jesus will cost you. But not following Him will cost you
even more. The exchange isn't easy. But it is good. And in the end, He
is worth every step. Because when we weigh it honestly, there is no
comparison. He offers rest for your weary heart. Stillness for your
overthinking mind. Healing for your shame. Purpose for your
meaninglessness. Grace for your guilt. Hope when the world feels
hopeless. And in the end, He offers what nothing else in this world

can—eternal life.



Chapel Service ¢
Every Wednesday | 7pm x

@ Temple of God

- Hospital Visit
Teens Church Contcg: 080-67537777
Every 2nd Saturday | 5.30pm
@ Temple of God

/A

78

%

Meet our Pastors'

for Prayer & Spiritual Assistance

b |1
i

House Dedication

Contact: 080-67537777 & Celebrations
Contact church office:
' a 080-67537777

7; 'Zﬁmfiﬂltlgf"é& 2: U I-WJ I% ocz I-5I
2\ . ounselling
. 080-67537777 EVENTS




-+ BETHEL & CHURCH

- INTERNATIONAL WORSHIP CENTRE

10| BETHEL AG CHURCH
INTERNATIONAL WORSHIP CENTRE

#67 RING ROAD HEBBAL, BANGALORE 560024
PRAYER LINE: 0BO-67537777




	Cover
	Blank
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	back cover

